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‘Elemems of

Commued From F‘zrst Page
spill . dangerous . chemicals
across a wide area if hit by
floods, Bailey said. ="' il

.The water board’s -biggest -

beef with Liquid Waste s thatit

has failed to comply witha *‘no-
discharge” permit, the board -
issued itin August 1979, Theper- ..
| mit requires that the facility be .

upgraded to prevent any leaks "
{ to ground or surface water, but:

this has not been done. Bailey .

satd

that it planned to move to'
another site, thereby dodging
the- enforcement. actions, he
said. Consequently, the state’
has shifted to an approach witb
more legal bite. ' .

“"Last month, for’ example, the
attorney . general’s office won
aninjunction ordering the com-:
pany to submit plans tocleanup |
the site before last Sunday, or

face fines of up to $10,000 a day. -

The firm submitted those
plans Friday, according to John
Butcher, the assistant attorney

general who sought the injunc- .

Theycall for aJ unel deadllne
for taking soil samples for "
pesticides and polychlorinated -
biphenyls (PCBs), a durable in-

dustrial chemical so' toxic: its

use has been banned for several -
years. - o = i

: Liquid- Waste wlll know by
July 1 if it needs more time to
arrange :for the removal of -
barrels, buildings. tanks and

“The cornpany has- responded L .

"soll lf not it promlses t‘o'have
" ‘the area clean by July.15,: ae-\

cording to the plans. . -
+*Weare going tocomply with"
all laws,” said Eugene T. Rilee, -
" the company’s president and &
former Henrlco County super-
visor. ..y Ly
. Sources clalm that the flrm is
_abandoning the site because it
Jostitslease. Rileesaid the firm
is- thinking about moving ‘its -
operations to ‘another, one,. but
declined details. -
- At least one environmental
_group is watching the progress .
of the clean up, waiting to see if
it will file suit to speed up the

"operation.

**We have been followlng the
sltuation." said Timothy G.
Hayes, Virginia director of the

: Envlronmental Defense Fund. -
’ f'l! itcontinues muchlonger, we .
“‘may consider legal action. It
can be a health threat with the
;materrals they have.”

- Officials claim that the site.

."ooses no serious health threat.

. Thesitehas, atleastononeoc

"casion, spilled solvents into the

Chickahominy, but Bailey said |

" his staff has concluded that the -
river is too ‘slow-moving for

much ‘waste to threaten the

. Newport News water supply.

#'We have also checked for -
“ground water contamination,’’

. he added. A layer of clay under

“the site seems to have

_-prevented any chemicals from

reaching ground water. . -
‘But there isno doubt about th

et

hazardous chemicals tbe slte

may contailn.. . it st

* Nooneknows for certain what S
ls there, but a 1979 survey by the -

“waterboardfoundatleastseven

‘toxic chemicals not lncludlng"-f-
the PCBsfound tobe “‘inalarge -
-,enough quantity in the soil to

cause concern,” Bailey sald.
5. Tho! echemlcals lnclude._

;Chlorolorm.’ which can
‘cause cancer .and ‘negve"

, ‘damage, according to Dr.

Brenda Sahli, a-toxicologist
with the State_ Health Depart-
ment.

— Methylene chloride, which

“is toxic and Is being tested asa .

 possible carcinogen, she sald.
¢.—-Propyl and isopropyl
..acetate, which are not cancer- -
. causing but are toxic, she said.
4= Methly ethyl ketone, which .
-can cause nervous dlsorders.
she said. -
—_ 3-methyl 2-pentanone.
hich is toxic. . . ::imie 18 L
<~ Toluene, whichis toxlc.
cause nervous disorders, and is -
“being tested asa. possible car
clnogen.
At t\ ;
‘Meanwhile, the Liquid Waste'
situation raises questions about.
“the state’s ability toenforce en>
vironmental laws, Bailey said.
"State and federal laws

-provide for stiff lines — up to

$10,000 a day. None has been
lev?ed so far on the company. -
. Thewaterboardhasa “pollcy

“+*to work with people and try to
' pesolve the problem. That way. .-

.they can absorb. the clean-up
costs, not tbe state,"
sald.
Another factor was tbat

lmminent healtb hazard " he
One renson why mlght

the state does not have the abili-

ty to identify exotic chemical

’
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lln ;
this case, although there was -

terrific concern [on the part: of ..
state ager-ies), there was’no ' .
solid evidence that there wasan'




- ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SUP

Date -

. re- Name, office-symbol, roomnumber,

[ initiais] Date

ilding, AgencylPost)
. L .
2 fiﬁ%féy 75 %‘V%W ]
‘ 7
5 (/"S/g’(p) SA'E
. ‘ - % .o
- |Action : _ File ~ .|Note and Return
__{Approval __| | For Clearance Per Conversation
-Requested .| | For Correction Prepare Reply -
circutate © - For Your Information - | [See Me
_Comment - lnvest'igate‘ ’ Signature
. _|Coordination ] Justify ~ A

| % @/&WW&C l//

(poyy %&%fé

WWNIJSUHG

‘DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, ieoncurrences, disposals,

clearances, and similar actions

FRQMw mama, org..symbol, Agencg/?ost)

L Room No.~Bldg. .

- Phbne' No. . -

5041-102 R D omonm. FORM 41 (Rev... 7-—76) '
% U.S. G.P.0. 1980-311-156/27 = - FPUR G mz—u.zus






